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A Place of Promise 
 
“A promise is a commitment, a pledge. 
For us, it’s an indication of our pursuit of excellence. 
It’s a proclamation that great things are about to happen. 
USD is a place of promise.” 
 
Mary E. Lyons, Ph.D. 
President 
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OSP Mission 
“The Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) promotes externally funded research, training, 
and demonstration projects.  It is a central source of information on government agencies, 
foundations, and corporations that support research and scholarships.  Our staff provides 
assistance to faculty members, administrators, and students from conceptual development 
and planning through implementation and management of funded projects.  Assistance is 
provided identifying potential extramural funding sources; developing proposal narratives 
and budgets; completing standardized application forms; assuring compliance with all 
applicable federal, state, and university regulations; negotiating grant awards and contracts; 





“The University of San Diego is a Roman Catholic institution committed to advancing 
academic excellence, expanding liberal and professional knowledge, creating a diverse and 
inclusive community, and preparing leaders dedicated to ethical conduct and compassionate 
service.” 
Each year many of our faculty members seek and receive grants to conduct research or to 
provide public services. By obtaining external funding, the USD faculty is supporting the 
University’s mission of creating opportunities in which they can continue “advancing 
academic excellence,” and expanding liberal as well as professional knowledge.  
 In the pages to follow, we are pleased to share the annual report of USD’s sponsored 








Current Federal Climate  
The graph provided 
by the American 




dollars since 1976 by 
agency.  Since 2004, 
we have been in a 
period of belt 
tightening.  The graph 
reflects the period 
between 1998 and 
2003 where the NIH 
doubled the dollars 
available for research 
to $28 billion.  During 
that period new and 
competing proposals had a 20% chance of being funded.  Today, without a budget increase, 
continuing/renewing proposals compete for the same dollars with new proposals.  Success 
rates for continuing proposals declined from 53% in 2000 to 32% in 2005.  New proposals 
to NIH in 2005 had a 9.1% likelihood of funding.  New proposals to the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) have a 20% chance of funding down from 30% five years ago. 
 
Award Overview 
During the period between July 1, 2006 and June 30, 2007 the University of San Diego 
received $2.94 million in new grant awards and administered $5.27 million in on-going multi-
year projects. As of June 30, 2007, the Office of Sponsored Programs submitted 82 new 
proposals of which 30 are still pending, compared to 81 submitted in the previous year. 
There were 19 proposals declined.  During the fiscal year there were 37 new awards and a 
total of 108 on-going projects administered by the OSP.  The value of all grants and 

































14 25% 11 17% 13 22% 
Private 17 32% 19 34% 30 45% 19 32% 
International 1 1% 1 2% 1 1% 1 2% 
Totals 53 100% 56 100% 67 100% 60 100% 










Dollars By Sponsor Type FY 06/07
Award Dollars 2003-2004 $1,664,330 $1,114,882 $2,055,899 $8,000
Award Dollars 2004-2005 $2,409,831 $1,463,001 $2,446,168 $14,000
Award Dollars 2005-2006 $2,730,357 $1,289,825 $1,903,661 $9,000





increased by 17% 
as compared to FY 
2005/2006.  The 
largest federal 
awards were 
provided by the 









the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services ($486,476 
for four programs), the Department of Commerce ($87,145 for one program), the 
Department of Treasury, IRS ($85,000 for one program).  
Total dollars for private funding de creased this year.  In collaboration with the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute of Peace & Justice, a foundation award for $150,000 was moved from OSP to 
Foundation Relations.  
Sponsored programs contribute to the strategic goal of the University by offering learning 
experiences across educational contexts and contributing to scholarly experiences and 
leadership capacities of all students with portions of the external funding going to support 




Major Funders by Sponsor 













National Institutes of Health (NIH)
Health & Human Services (HHS)
NOAA
Department of Treasury, IRS
National Science Foundation (NSF)
Department of Energy
California Campus Compact
California Department of Aging










Department of Education 7 $1,251,208 $4,705,873
Department of Defense 3 $1,139,464 $1,327,985
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 2 $318,094 $962,374
Health & Human Services (HHS) 5 $212,185 $153,803
NOAA 1 $87,145 $171,787
Department of Treasury (IRS) 1 $85,000 $85,000
National Science Foundation (NSF) 4 $68,365 $679,049
Department of Energy 1 $45,000 $135,000
California Campus Compact 1 $40,000 $40,000
California Department of Aging 1 $25,000 $97,917
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, San Luis Obispo County Airport 1 $12,000 $12,000
TOTALS 27 $3,283,461 $8,370,788
*Includes Federal Flow Through Dollars   
 
 
"I do not think there is any thrill that can go through the human heart like that felt by the 











County of San Diego
District Attorney of San
Diego County













County of San Diego 2 $489,727 $2,338,398
District Attorney of San Diego County 1 $300,000 $1,200,000
City of San Diego 2 $212,939 $212,939
State of California 2 $65,000 $127,500
California Breast Cancer Research Program 1 $63,129 $86,973
State Bar of California 1 $58,202 $58,202
UCSD Department of Psychiatry 1 $10,100 $10,100
City of Coronado Police Department 1 $3,004 $12,016
County Sheriff 1 $3,004 $15,020
San Diego State University 1 $3,004 $3,004












State Bar of California
7.42%
MDRC 

















William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 2 $225,000 $482,000
California Wellness Foundation 1 $150,000 $450,000
The James Irvine Foundation 1 $75,000 $150,000
MDRC  1 $74,241 $74,241
State Bar of California 1 $57,531 $57,531
Tinker Foundation 1 $45,000 $45,000
San Diego Foundation 1 $45,000 $45,000
Research Corporation 2 $41,842 $58,684
U.S. District Court 1 $21,055 $21,055
American Nurses Foundation 1 $14,474 $14,974
San Diego County Bar Association 1 $7,150 $7,150
Dreyfus Foundation 1 $6,000 $30,000
Keiller Leadership Academy 1 $4,962 $4,962
John Templeton Foundation 1 $2,637 $2,637
Project Aware 1 $2,300 $2,300
American Humanics Inc. 1 $2,000 $2,000
Murray State American Humanics 1 $1,000 $1,000































Dollars Awarded by Principal Investigators 
"The University of San Diego emphasizes the importance of using research to contribute 
to knowledge through the humanities, art and sciences, and to make a difference in 
society."                                                                            Mary E. Lyons, Ph.D., President  
 
FY 06/07 Dollars Awarded by PI 
Top 20 
Principal Investigator Project Title FY 06/07 
Total Award 
Sponsor 
1. Adele Lynch 




San Diego County 
Dept of Health & 
Human Services 
2. Scott Anders 
School of Law/Center for 
Public Interest Law 
EPIC – Energy Policy 
Initiatives Center 
$300,000 $1,200,000 
District Attorney of 
San Diego County 
3. Cynthia Villis & 
Diolinda Parsick 
Administration, Institute 
of College Initiatives 
The Rock, The River, 











Principal Investigator Project Title FY 06/07 
Total Award 
Sponsor 
4. Robert Schoultz 











5. Cynthia Villis & 
Daniella Hickling 
Administration, Institute 
of College Initiatives 
The Rock, The River, 




U.S. Department of 
Education 
6. Cynthia Villis 
Administration, Institute 
of College Initiatives 
TRIO Upward Bound 
Program 
$234,624 $938,496 
U.S. Department of 
Education 
7. Paula Cordeiro & 
Barbara Hecht 
School of Leadership and 
Education Sciences 
(SOLES) 
John Tracy Clinic: 
Preparing Diverse 
Teachers of Young, 
Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Children 
$288,311 $880,927 
U.S. Department of 
Education 
8. Paula Cordeiro & 
Barbara Hecht 
School of Leadership and 
Education Sciences 
(SOLES) 




Teachers of Young 
Deaf and hard of 




 U.S. Department of 
Education 
9. Louise Stanger &   
Michael Ichiyama 
Student Affairs, 









Health & Human 
Services 
10. Ming Huang, Kathleen 
Kramer, & David 
Malicky 











11. Robert Fellmeth & 
Elisa Weichel 
School of Law, 
Children’s Advocacy 
Institute 








Principal Investigator Project Title FY 06/07 
Total Award 
Sponsor 
12. David Shirk 
Administration, 
TransBorder Institute 
TBI Justice in Mexico 
Project 
$150,000 $300,000 
William & Flora 
Hewlett Foundation 
13. Zhi-Yong Yin 
Arts & Sciences, Marine 
& Environmental Studies 
Using SSM/I, TMI, 
and AMSR-E 
(AQUA) to Estimate 
Precipitation Over 




14. Agustin Lopez II 




City of San Diego 
15. Thomas Shields 
Arts & Sciences, 
Chemistry 
Simple Biosensors for 
Pseudouridine and 1-
Methyladenosine 
Based on RNA 
Aptamers 
$64,742 $194,261 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) 
16. Elizabeth Jan Kehoe 







William & Flora 
Hewlett Foundation 
17. Mary Sue Lowery 
Arts & Sciences, Biology 
Enhancement of 









Grant Office NOAA 
18. Elizabeth Jan Kehoe 







The James Irvine 
Foundation 
19. Greg Severn 









20. Anita Hunter 





Office of Statewide 






























FY 06/07 Total 
Dollars 
Awarded 
Administration 15 11 $1,202,160 $1,995,701 8 8 $1,168,966 $4,086,573
Arts & Sciences 22 25 $1,255,059 $4,319,923 24 16 $500,252 $1,155,697
Business 6 2 $503,000 $503,000 2 2 $1,011,237 $1,500,000
Law  23 15 $1,581,449 $4,261,948 21 16 $1,530,616 $4,673,228




Sciences 7 13 $1,361,175 $4,070,881 15 11 $796,403 $2,190,222
Total 81 67 $5,932,843 $15,181,453 82 60 $5,275,762 $13,892,470
 
 








































*Includes Pending Submissions 
 
 


























Administration FY 06/07 Dollars 
by Administrative Units



















































































































































































"The free, unhampered exchange of ideas and scientific conclusions is necessary for the 





Projected Funding: Fiscal Years 2007-2011 
When an award is received, all budget period funding is recorded, including the current year 
and any future years that are basically guaranteed.  This allows the University to forecast 
dollars that will be available for spending several years into the future.  The charts below 
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